SOVIETS FOUND BY JUSTICE

testimony was investigated, his chance of escape
was pretty small. At best he could only escape with
exile and slow starvation which inevitably befalls a
sheep thus lost from the folds of the " Party/3

Lukatskoff looked at me grimly, awaiting my
answer. I turned to Belinkiss.

" Be very careful/' I warned the interpreter. " I
do not want this man to go to the courts. Tell
Lukatskoff I am going to say nothing of the kind."

Belinkiss repeated the words to Lukatskoff as I
said them and I saw the president sink back in his
chair with amazement and at the same time heard a
deep sigh of relief from the director.

" Tell him/' I continued, " That I have come to
Russia to build, not to destroy. Tell him that if
people get in the way, make trouble and prevent
me from saving money for my employers I cannot
help it. You have all my schemes down in black
and white and the economies, and you must know
whether you intend to take advantage of them or
not. I think you should clear the way and let me
get on with my building. I don't want anybody to
be put to trouble. All I want is to be allowed to do
my work."

Lukatskoff's next action amazed me. He jumped
from his chair, grinding his teeth, and paced furiously
up and down the room. When finally he did speak
it was to ask Belinkiss what manner of man I was.
In effect, he said that with all the evidence of this
man's guilt in the matter, I neglected to take any
action, and did not want him punished.